PANW protests against the statement of
Japan Nuclear Regulation Authority

- We, PANW members strongly protest the moves to accelerate the
return of evacuees to the contaminated areas without sufficient
supporting systems

February 28th , 2014

Physicians against Nuclear Weapons



About us

Medical doctors and scientists gathered in Tokyo,
founded Physicians against Nuclear Weapons
(PANW) in August 1987. PANW members have
participated In activities against nuclear war and nuclear
weapons, together with other NGOs.

After the disaster of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant in March 201 1, recognizing that nuclear
weapons and nuclear power plants have the same
origin, we decided to expand our activities to
include the issues of nuclear power plants.



map of the radioactive contaminated areas and the evacuation areas
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Background "after Confirmed a condition equivalent to
“cold shutdown™ in December 2011 (completed Step 2)"

Rearranged the restricted areas and areas to which
evacuation orders have been issued (April and July 2012)

From _
planned evacuation areas

emergency evacuation preparation areas

To
zone in preparation for the lifting
of the evacuation order<20 mSV/year
restricted residence area >20 mSV/year
difficult-to-return zone>50mSV/year
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map of the radioactive contaminated areas and the
evacuated areas after the Fukushima accident
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the Government of Japan decided to accelerate the
return of evacuees.

On 20th November, 2013 Japan Nuclear Regulation
Authority (NRA,Japan)published principles of the return
of evacuees to their contaminated home towns (1).
Based on this statement, the Government of Japan
decided to accelerate the return of evacuees. Japan
Atomic Energy Commission and Nuclear Emergency
Response Headquarters made public another statement on

20th December, 2013 (2).
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(1)NRA,Japan ignores low level radiation exposure in
the Fukushima disaster

They have described the health risk of low level radiation
exposure below 100 mSv as uncertain.
And they give us the impression we can live without health
risk in the contaminated area below 20 mSV/year.
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PANW protests against the concept
below 100mSYV is safe.

Because recent epidemiological studies have confirmed
3)4) medical radiation exposure less than 100 mSv due
to CT scans increases cancer risk and industrial
workers with long-term exposure to low doses of
radiation have the increased incidence of cancerb),0)
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A Radiation exposure from CT scans in childhood and subsequent risk of leukaemia and brain
tumours: a retrospective cohort study.Pearce MS et al, Lancet. 2012, 380(9840):499-5043
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Health risk
assessment

from-the nuclear accident
after the 2011 Great East Japan

Earthguake and Tsunami

based on a preliminary dose estimation
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The World Health Organization(WHQO) report estimated
radiation effective doses for the first year ranged from
12 to 25 mSv in the two most affected locations of
Fukushima Prefecture. The report estimated a 4~7%
additional lifetime risk for leukemia and some solid
cancers in these areas”’). Furthermore, the report did
nhot neglect the possibility of excess lifetime cancer risk
among residents who had received radiation doses in
the range of 3~5 mSv. Radiation doses of 3~b mSv/year
were estimated in Fukushima and some other prefectures
after the accident, NRA,Japan ignored these reports.
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(2)NRA,Japan neglects the recommendation of ICRP
and obliged evacuees to return to contaminated areas
without necessary protective measures

The International Commissions on Radiological Protection (ICRP)
made the recommendations in 2007 and 2009, radiation
dose of above 20 mSv/year for evacuation and a reference
level dose of 1 mSv/year to 20 mSv/year for people living in
contaminated areas, with the long-term goal of reducing
reference levels to 1 mSv/year8)-10). ICRP confirmed that
It is the role of authorities to implement all necessary
protective measures for people who elect to live there rather
than abandoning the contaminated areas, when the radiation
source Is under control8), 10).
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(3)NRA,Japan recommends measuring the real level of
external radiation exposure for each person like
occupational radiation exposures. For the general public,
however, central and local governments and concerned
authorities should first implement all necessary protective
measures. The system based on personal measurement
of one’s own radiation exposure could easily result in
personal responsibility. For children ,their physical activity
may be limited if they have to personally measure and
protect themselves from external radiation exposure.
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(4)NRA,Japan mentioned the main role of medical
consultation because there supposed to be no or very low
health risk from low level radiation exposure after the
Fukushima disaster. Moreover, JAEC describes the
purpose of medical consultation is diminishing the
radiation phobia among community people.
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The Nuclear Emergency Response Headquarters plans
to allocate 900,000 yen for early return to the
contaminated areas. When members of the community
choose to live In these contaminated areas under
conditions of low level radiation exposure rather than
abandoning their home town, they cannot have a good
quality of life without strong support for personal
protection from radiation exposure and a free total
health management system.
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As the special rapporteur of the United Nations
Human Rights Council recommended, total health
management, including medical consultation and
treatment, should be available for the residents of
all affected areas with levels of radiation
exposurehigher than 1 mSv/year.

As with the support system provided by lbaraki
Prefecture after the JCO accident in 1999, health
management should cover all radiation-related diseases,
and 1 mSv/year should be established as the dose level
for support under the Victims Protection Law for the
Fukushima accident.
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. Conclusion

- We, PANW members strongly protest the moves to
accelerate the return of evacuees to the
contaminated areas without sufficient supporting
systems
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