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Second Conference on the Humanitarian Impact
of Nuclear Weapons
- Chair’ s Summary -  [#k¥:]
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Delegations representing 146 States, the United Nations, the International
Committee of the Red Cross, the Red Cross and Red Crescent movement and civil
soclety organizations, participated in the Second Conference on the Humanitarian
Impact of Nuclear Weapons held in Nayarit, Mexico, on 13 and 14 February
2014, to discuss global and long-term consequences of any nuclear detonation,
accidental or deliberate, from the perspective and concerns of the 21st century
society, Including areas such as public health, humanitarian assistance, the
economy, development and environmental 1ssues, chmate change, food security and
risk management, amongst others.
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From the Chair’s view, the broad and active participation of States and civil society
reflects the global concern regarding the effects of nuclear weapons, as well as the
mcreasing recognition that this is an 1ssue of the utmost importance to all peoples
m the world.
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As more countries deploy more nuclear weapons on higher levels of combat
readiness, the risks of accidental, mistaken, unauthorized or intentional use of these
weapons grow significantly.
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It 1s a fact that no State or international organization has the capacity to address or
provide the short and long term humanitarian assistance and protection needed in
case of a nuclear weapon explosion. Moreover, it would not be possible to
establish such capacities, even if attempted.
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As the Nayant Conference 1s a follow-up of the First Conference on the
Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons (Oslo, March 2013), these conclusions
build upon those reached in Oslo.
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The wide range of damage and negative impact in the likelihood of a nuclear
explosion, as well as the vast resources allocated to maintain and modernize
nuclear arsenals, make the mere existence of these weapons absurd, question the
arguments 1n their defense and ultimately are contrary to human dignity.
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The Chair expresses its deep gratitude to civil society and its mvolvement and nputs to
the Nayarit Conference, and calls on all governments to forge new and renewed

multisectorial partnerships with civil society to work towards mutually beneficial objectives.
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The broad-based and comprehensive discussions on the humanitarian 1impact of nuclear
weapons should lead to the commitment of States and civil society to reach new
mternational standards and norms, through a legally binding instrument.
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It is the view of the Chair that the Nayarit Conference has shown that time has come to
mitiate a diplomatic process conducive to this goal. Our belief is that this process should
comprise a specific timeframe, the definition of the most appropriate fora, and a clear and
substantive framework, making the humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons the essence of

disarmament efforts.
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It is time to take action. The 70th anniversary of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki attacks is

the appropriate milestone to achieve our goal. Nayarit 1s a point of no return.
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Nayarit, Mexico, 14 February 2014
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